LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
the Chancellor.   Lord Hardwicke,  as  was his wont,
endeavoured to pour oil on the troubled waters, and Clon-
curry, whose ruffled feelings he smoothed down to the
best of his ability, makes frequent references to his friendly
conduct. He also asserts that the Viceroy promised to do
anything in his power to make amends for the injustice
of the Tower episode, even to the extent of offering to
advise the English Government to bestow a viscountcy
on him, which his friends say he declined with " charac-
teristic taste." We may venture to doubt these assertions.
Lord Hardwicke was under no illusions regarding Clon-
curry, though he considered that the Chancellor was
making a more important case of the matter than it
justified.  Lord Redesdale, however, viewed Cloncurry's
application more as a general than a local concern; he
felt that the appointment of so notorious a man would
lower the prestige of the whole magistracy of Ireland,
which he had made such efforts to purge and uplift. He
also thought Cloncurry was almost as hostile to Lord
Spencer and Lord Grenville as to himself and he did not
consider he was warranted in putting him in the Commis-
sion of the Peace without the concurrence of the Secretary
of State.  He therefore urged the Viceroy to lay the case
before Lord Spencer, to whom he also wrote, explaining
his views.   Lord Hardwicke was reluctant to interfere
further in the matter, but in deference to Lord Redesdale's
wishes he wrote to the Secretary of State; and Lord
Spencer replied that under the circumstances it appeared
to him that there could be no doubt that the decision on
the question should vest in the next Lord Chancellor of
Ireland.
What appears to be the final letter in this correspon-
dence is published in Lord Cloncurry's Personal Recollec-
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